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Why did we do this research and why is it
important?

Vaccinations against COVID-19 can prevent the
spread of the disease and can protect against
severe symptoms in case of infection. People
with primary ciliary dyskinesia (PCD) may be at
higher risk of severe COVID-19 disease and are
therefore strongly recommended to get
vaccinated. Here, we studied how many people
with PCD got vaccinated against COVID-19, how
fast people got vaccinated in different countries,
and which side effects people with PCD
experienced after vaccination.

How did we do this study?

We analysed data from the COVID-PCD study.
COVID-PCD is a research study that includes
people with PCD from anywhere in the world. It
was set up in collaboration between people with
PCD and researchers from the University of Bern
(Switzerland) in spring 2020. In May 2021,
COVID-PCD participants completed an online
guestionnaire with questions about COVID-19
vaccinations.

What did we find out and what does it mean?

431 people from 31 countries answered
questions about COVID-19 vaccinations. Almost
all adults with PCD (96%) had been vaccinated by
June 2021. People living in the United Kingdom
were vaccinated faster than in other countries.
The most common reason for not wanting to get

vaccinated was fear of side effects. Mild side
effects such as swelling and pain around the
injection site were common, but nobody
reported severe side effects.

In summary, most people with PCD got
vaccinated against COVID-19. The high
vaccination willingness in this study might be
because of the extraordinary effort taken by PCD
support groups to inform people about COVID-19
vaccination.

Further information www.covid19pcd.ispm.ch
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You can read the full article in English here.
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